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Timeline
A contested commercial claim in the General Division runs from filing to judgment
in about twelve to eighteen months, with the single application pending trial heard
within the first six months and trial dates fixed at the first case conference. Summary
judgment, available where the defendant has no defence, can produce judgment
within four to six months, which is the ByBit timeline. Interim relief is available
within days. The SICC publishes target timelines and routinely completes cases
within a year.

Evidence from the ledger
Singapore courts admit ledger data as documentary evidence under the Evidence Act
1893, with the attribution of addresses proved by the exchange disclosures, the
parties' admissions or expert evidence. Hash values, block numbers and timestamps
are treated as reliable once the ledger is identified. Screenshots of block explorers are
admitted with a witness statement explaining how they were obtained. The
presumption in s 116A of the Evidence Act that electronic records produced by a
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device in the ordinary course are accurate assists, although it is rebuttable.1 Smart-
contract code is proved by expert evidence of what the deployed bytecode does, with
the verified source code on a block explorer as the usual starting point.

Interim measures in support of foreign proceedings
Since 2016 the Singapore court may grant interim relief in aid of foreign court
proceedings under s 4(10A) of the Civil Law Act, provided the foreign proceedings
are capable of giving rise to a judgment enforceable in Singapore. A Swiss claimant
with proceedings in Zürich against a defendant who holds tokens at a Singapore
exchange may therefore obtain a Singapore freezing order and disclosure against the
exchange in support of the Swiss case, without suing in Singapore on the merits.2

This provision, which has no Swiss counterpart, is the most useful tool in the book
for a Swiss litigator with a Singapore asset problem.

Notes

Evidence Act 1893, s 116A (presumptions in relation to electronic records),
Singapore Statutes Online. ↩

Civil Law Act 1909, s 4(10A), inserted by the Civil Law (Amendment) Act
2016, Singapore Statutes Online. ↩

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.
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Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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