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For a lawyer from Zug the Singapore legal order presents a paradox. The written
law is more accessible than Swiss law in one respect, because a single website carries
every Act and regulation in English with a point-in-time function and because MAS
explains its own rules in plain consultation papers. It is less accessible in another
respect, because the unwritten law of property, trusts, equity and remedies is found
only in the cases. The regulator's practice, moreover, is scattered across notices,
guidelines, FAQs and responses to feedback with differing legal force. The civil
lawyer's temptation is to read the Act and stop. The common lawyer's temptation is
to read the cases and ignore the regulator. In digital-asset work both habits fail. The
practitioner who thrives reads the Act, the subsidiary legislation, the MAS
instruments and the cases together and knows which of them binds whom.

The remaining chapters of this Part build on that foundation. Chapter II describes
the institution that writes most of the instruments just mentioned.
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. This article may be quoted with attribution to SingaporelQ
(SingaporelQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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