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Swiss judgments in Singapore

Singapore has two statutory regimes for foreign judgments. The Reciprocal
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act 1959, extended by the 2019 amendments to
cover non-money judgments and interlocutory orders, applies to judgments from
countries gazetted under it. Switzerland has not been gazetted.! A Swiss judgment is
therefore enforced at common law by an action on the judgment. The judgment
must be final and conclusive. The Swiss court must have had jurisdiction in the
international sense, which means that the defendant was present in Switzerland or
submitted to the Swiss court. There must be no defence of fraud, breach of natural
justice or public policy.? At common law only money judgments for a fixed sum can
be enforced. A Swiss order requiring a defendant to transfer tokens is not
enforceable in Singapore at common law, though a Singapore court may treat the
Swiss findings as creating an issue estoppel in fresh Singapore proceedings for the

same relief.
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Singapore judgments in Switzerland

A Singapore judgment is recognised and enforced in Switzerland under Art. 25 to 27
PILA. The Singapore court must have had jurisdiction under Swiss conflict rules.
For a contractual claim that means the defendant's domicile, a valid choice of court
or the place of performance. For a tort claim it means the place of the act or of the
result. The judgment must be final and must not violate Swiss public policy or have
been rendered in breach of due process.> Non-money judgments are recognisable in
Switzerland, so a Singapore order declaring a constructive trust over tokens or
requiring their transfer can in principle be enforced against a defendant in
Switzerland. Interim orders are a different matter. Swiss courts do not recognise a
worldwide freezing injunction, because it is not a final decision and because the
Swiss attachment under Art. 271 DEBA is the exclusive Swiss mechanism for
provisional security.* A Singapore claimant who has obtained a Mareva injunction
and needs to secure assets in Switzerland must apply for a Swiss attachment, for
which the Singapore judgment on the merits, once obtained, is a recognised ground
under Art. 271 para. 1 no. 6 DEBA.
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Notes

1. Reciprocal Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act 1959, as amended by the
Reciprocal Enforcement of Foreign Judgments (Amendment) Act 2019 with
effect from 3 October 2019. The Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth
Judgments Act 1921 was repealed with effect from 1 March 2023. <

2. The common-law requirements are set out in Hong Pian Tee v Les Placements
Germain Gauthier Inc [2002] SGCA 18 at [12]-[14]. <

3. Art. 25-27 PILA (SR 291). The grounds of indirect jurisdiction are in Art. 26

and the public policy and due process defences in Art. 27. «

4. The Swiss Federal Supreme Court has consistently refused to recognise
English-style freezing injunctions as decisions within Art. 25 PILA. Part H,

Chapter V describes the Swiss attachment as the substitute. <

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. This article may be quoted with attribution to SingaporelQ
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