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AGC's Crime Division prosecutes, its Financial and Technology Crime Division
handles complex commercial cases and its International Affairs Division is the
central authority for mutual legal assistance and extradition. For the digital-asset
practitioner the prosecutorial discretion is the point. AGC decides whether to
charge a founder with cheating, fraud or a regulatory offence and whether to accept
a plea to a reduced charge. It also decides whether to apply for a compensation order
under s 359 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which requires the court to consider
compensation to victims on conviction.! Victims have no right to be heard on these
questions, although AGC does take account of representations.

Plea bargaining is informal but pervasive. A founder facing s 409 charges may, with
cooperation and restitution, plead to a smaller number of charges with the
remainder taken into consideration. The sentencing frameworks developed by the
High Court for cheating and criminal breach of trust place heavy weight on the
amount involved, the degree of planning, the breach of trust and the extent of
restitution. Early engagement with CAD and AGC through experienced counsel is,
in my experience, the single largest determinant of outcome in a Singapore white-

collar case.
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Notes

1. Criminal Procedure Code 2010, s 359 (order for payment of compensation),

Singapore Statutes Online. <

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. This article may be quoted with attribution to SingaporelQ
(SingaporelQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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