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Legal practice in Singapore is governed by the Legal Profession Act 1966. Advocates
and solicitors admitted to the Singapore Bar may practise Singapore law. Foreign
lawyers may be registered to practise foreign law in Singapore, and foreign law
practices may operate under licences of varying scope, including the Qualifying
Foreign Law Practice licence introduced in 2008 and the Joint Law Venture and
Formal Law Alliance structures. Registered foreign lawyers may also appear in the
SICC in offshore cases.! A Swiss or German lawyer therefore works in Singapore
either through a local firm, as this book's author does as Of Counsel at KGP Legal
LLC, or through a registered foreign law practice limited to advising on the law of
the home jurisdiction.

Example: A Ziirich-based asset manager wants a legal opinion that its planned
Singapore subsidiary does not need a capital markets services licence under the
Securities and Futures Act 2001. Only a Singapore-admitted lawyer may give that
opinion as Singapore legal advice. The Swiss counsel's role is to frame the facts in
the categories a Singapore lawyer needs and to explain the Swiss licensing position

so that the group structure is understood. Swiss counsel then checks that the
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Singapore conclusions are consistent with the Swiss regulatory analysis under the
Financial Institutions Act (FinIA; FINIG). The two opinions then form a single
structuring memorandum of the kind described in Part P, Chapter IV.

Notes

1. Legal Profession Act 1966 (2020 Rev Ed), Part 2 (admission), Part 9 (foreign
lawyers and foreign law practices); Legal Profession (Representation in

Singapore International Commercial Court) Rules 2014. <

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.
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