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The Singapore Academy of Law (SAL) is a statutory body established by the
Singapore Academy of Law Act 1988 of which every advocate and solicitor, every
judge and every legal officer of the Government is a member. It performs functions
that in Switzerland are divided among the bar associations, the law faculties and
commercial publishers. It publishes the Singapore Law Reports and operates
LawNet, the subscription database of judgments and legislation. It runs the Law
Reform Committee, which produces reports that have often preceded legislation. It
houses the Singapore Mediation Centre and the Asian Business Law Institute
(ABLI), founded in 2016 to promote convergence of commercial law in Asia. It also
administers the examinations and the registration of foreign lawyers for the
purposes described in Chapter I.1

SAL's work on digital assets has been substantial. In November 2022 ABLI and SAL
published "Cryptoassets and Property Law (Singapore edition)" as the first part of a
Cryptoasset Series. The eighty-eight-page report asks whether crypto assets are
property under Singapore law, surveys the case law to that date and identifies gaps in
the judicial and statutory treatment. An updated edition incorporating the ByBit
decision and the final report of the Law Commission of England and Wales
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appeared after the cut-off date of this book. SAL has also published a knowledge
guide on digital-asset management for practitioners.23 Part J, Chapter I draws on the
2022 report in analysing the property question.

The Swiss reader should understand SAL as the institution through which
Singapore's legal profession thinks collectively about new problems. Where a Swiss
practitioner looks to the doctrine in the commentaries and to the Federal Office of
Justice's reports, a Singapore practitioner looks to SAL's Law Reform Committee
and ABLI reports and to the judgments that cite them. A foreign lawyer who wants
to contribute to the development of Singapore law on digital assets does so through
SAL's committees and conferences.

Notes

Singapore Academy of Law Act 1988 (2020 Rev Ed), s. 3 (establishment) and s.
4 (functions); the Asian Business Law Institute was established by SAL in
January 2016. ↩

Asian Business Law Institute and Singapore Academy of Law, "ABLI-SAL
Cryptoasset Series – Cryptoassets and Property Law (Singapore edition)", first
published November 2022, 88 pages; the updated edition is described on the
ABLI website as published in October 2026 and incorporating the ByBit
decision of July 2023 and the Law Commission's final report. ↩

Singapore Academy of Law, "Digital Assets Management Knowledge Guide",
published on the SAL website in 2025. ↩

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest

1. 

2. 

3. 

SingaporeIQ.com

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. General information only, not legal, tax or investment advice. No client relationship is created. All
Singapore law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors only on the basis of an
express written letter of engagement. More information at SingaporeIQ.com and ressos.com.sg.

https://singaporeiq.com/da-why-the-property-question-matters/
https://singaporeiq.com
https://www.ressos.com.sg


extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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