
The Singapore International
Commercial Court

Dr Alexander Ressos, TEP
Attorney-at-Law (Switzerland and Germany),
Solicitor (England & Wales and Hong Kong)

Of Counsel, KGP Legal LLC
alexander.ressos@kgplegal.com.sg

www.ressos.com.sg

Jurisdiction
The SICC was established in 2015 as a division of the General Division to hear
international commercial disputes. It has jurisdiction where the claim is
international and commercial in nature and the parties have submitted to it by
written agreement, or where a case is transferred from the General Division. Since
2022 its jurisdiction extends to international insolvency, restructuring and
dissolution proceedings, including recognition under the Model Law and schemes
with a cross-border element.1 A dispute is international if the parties have their
places of business in different states, if the place of performance or the subject
matter is outside Singapore, or if the parties agree that it is. A token dispute
between a Zug foundation and a Singapore Pte Ltd qualifies on the first ground.

Why parties choose it
The SICC offers a bench that includes international judges from common-law and
civil-law jurisdictions, so a case may be heard by a panel with a Swiss or German-
trained member. It allows foreign lawyers registered with the court to appear in
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"offshore cases", meaning cases with no substantial connection to Singapore, and to
address the court on foreign law in any case. It permits the parties to agree that
foreign law be determined on submissions without expert evidence, which shortens
trials involving Swiss law. It allows the parties to opt out of Singapore evidence rules
in favour of agreed rules, such as the IBA Rules on the Taking of Evidence. And its
judgments are enforceable as judgments of the Singapore High Court, with the same
reach under the reciprocal enforcement statutes and the Hague Choice of Court
Convention.2

The SICC has heard a growing number of technology disputes and has published
guidance for cases involving digital assets, including on the use of technology for
hearings and on the treatment of ledger evidence. Its appeal structure, with appeals
to the Court of Appeal where permitted and the possibility of excluding or limiting
appeals by agreement, gives parties certainty on duration.

Cross-border perspective
For a Swiss–Singapore contract, a clause submitting disputes to the SICC has
advantages over both a Zürich Handelsgericht clause and a SIAC clause. Compared
with Zürich, it gives interim relief against third-party exchanges, a common-law
disclosure regime and a judgment that Switzerland will recognise under Arts 25 ff.
PILA. Compared with arbitration, it gives a public judgment with precedential
weight, appeal rights that can be tailored and a court that can join third parties. Its
disadvantage against arbitration is enforceability outside Singapore and the Hague
Convention states, which is why the choice depends on where the counterparty's
assets are. A Swiss counterparty with assets in Switzerland is well served by an SICC
clause. A counterparty with assets in a state that is party only to the New York
Convention is better served by SIAC.

Notes

Supreme Court of Judicature Act 1969, ss 18A–18M, and the Singapore
International Commercial Court Rules 2021, Singapore Statutes Online. ↩
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Singapore International Commercial Court Rules 2021, O 1 r 2 (definitions),
O 3 (offshore cases and foreign lawyers), O 16 (foreign law), Singapore
Statutes Online. ↩

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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