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Singapore's relationship with China grew from the ties of a diaspora with its
homeland into a relationship between states, beginning with Deng Xiaoping's visit
in November 1978 and formalised by diplomatic relations on 3 October 1990. Since
2013, China has been Singapore's largest trading partner and Singapore China's
largest foreign investor, a relationship supported by a free trade agreement in force
since 2009, by government projects in Suzhou, Tianjin and Chongqing and by
renminbi clearing and investment quotas since 2013. Chinese technology companies,
entrepreneurs and families have made Singapore a base for international expansion
and wealth structuring, a movement that reached a new scale in 2025, when Chinese
firms committed S$2.9 billion in fixed asset investment. The Belt and Road Initiative
has drawn on Singapore's banks, lawyers and arbitration centre, with mainland
Chinese parties forming the largest group of foreign users of the Singapore
International Arbitration Centre in 2025. These flows require careful due diligence
on source of wealth, Chinese exchange control and tax rules, and American export
controls and sanctions, as the money laundering case of 2023 and China's taxation of
offshore trusts from October 2026 have shown.
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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