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Singapore ranked fourth among the world’s financial centres in the Global Financial
Centres Index of September 2026, one point behind Hong Kong and ahead of Dubai,
Zurich and Geneva, a position that reflects both its general strength and the narrow
margins at the top of the index. Hong Kong remains its closest rival because of its
unique access to mainland Chinese capital and wealth, which made it the largest
cross-border wealth centre in 2025, while Singapore offers a more diversified client
base and the independence of a sovereign state. Dubai and Abu Dhabi compete with
common law free zones, low taxation and an active policy of attracting wealth,
although the grey listing of 2022 to 2024 and the regional war of 2026 exposed the
limits of their model. London remains the model and the largest foreign exchange
market, with Singapore in third place, while the two centres combine competition
in Asian business with close cooperation on regulation since their Financial
Partnership of 2021. Zurich and Geneva remain the benchmarks in wealth
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management and commodities, with Singapore closing the gap through faster
growth, while every ranking discussed in this chapter is best read for the dimension

it measures and the trend it reveals.

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.
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