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Choosing Singapore as a seat
For an Asian commercial transaction, Singapore offers a Model Law statute,
experienced courts, an established institution and a large pool of arbitrators. It is a
natural choice where the parties come from different Asian jurisdictions, where
assets may have to be traced in Singapore, or where the contract is governed by
English or Singapore law. A Geneva trading house selling cargoes to Indonesian or
Indian buyers may find a Singapore seat more acceptable to its counterparty than a
European one, while keeping a common law of contract familiar to its banks.

The choice has consequences that should be settled when the contract is drafted.
The seat determines which courts may set aside the award and on which grounds.
The institution and its rules determine the procedure, the fees and the tools for
urgent relief. Where the parties have not chosen the law of the arbitration
agreement expressly, the Singapore courts will apply their three-stage test.
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Checklist for drafting a Singapore arbitration clause

State the seat expressly as Singapore and distinguish it from the venue of
hearings.

Choose the institution and rules (SIAC Rules 2025, ICC Rules, UNCITRAL
Rules with SIAC as appointing authority) and refer to the current edition.

State the law governing the arbitration agreement expressly, so that the three-
stage test of BCY v BCZ is not needed.

Fix the number of arbitrators, the method of appointment and the language of
the arbitration.

Consider whether the Streamlined or Expedited Procedure should apply, with
reference to the thresholds of S$1 million and S$10 million.

Give related contracts compatible clauses, so that consolidation or
coordination under the SIAC Rules remains possible.

Check that the counterparty's assets lie in New York Convention states and
note any reciprocity reservations.

Address confidentiality, third-party funding and the disclosure that the SIAC
Rules require.

For commodity and shipping contracts, check whether a standard-form clause
(GAFTA, BIMCO, SCMA) applies and whether it should be modified.

Where a counterparty or its owners may become subject to sanctions,
consider the consequences for payments, fees and enforcement.

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
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Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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