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Singapore received English law through the Charter of 1826 and the Civil Law
Ordinance of 1878, then gave its common law a fixed and sovereign basis through
the Application of English Law Act 1993 and the abolition of Privy Council appeals
with effect from 8 April 1994. Since the Practice Statement of July 1994, the Court of
Appeal has developed a Singapore common law that remains close to English law
while answering to local circumstances and protecting existing contracts. Singapore
law has become a regular choice in regional contracts, governing more than half of
the cases filed with SIAC in 2023 and 2025, and is offered together with Singapore
arbitration, the SICC and enforcement through the New York and Hague
Conventions. A fused local profession of about 6,500 lawyers, three law schools and
a regulated opening to foreign firms through the QFLP scheme since 2008 have
turned legal services into an export sector with S$1.40 billion of exports in 2023.
Compared with Swiss law, which attracts parties through codified neutrality and its
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links with Europe, Singapore law attracts parties who want a common law
administered in English within Asia, so that the two centres serve different clients

and meet mainly in commodity trading and private wealth.

Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.
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